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What’s your budget?
How much money do you have to spend on finding 

and creating quality assets? 

Can you afford champagne? 

Or do you need to stick to beer? 

In this resource, we’ll explore different resources for 

finding high-quality assets, no matter the size of 

your budget.



I have 
champagne 
taste.
I’ve loved champagne since my 

first taste of it at 16 at my 

sister’s wedding. Since then, 

there’s been no turning back. 

This champagne taste trickles 

into many things in my life… 

including finding high quality 

assets for instructional design 

projects.



But I’m cheap.

DUTCH TEACHER SELF-EMPLOYED
“Cheap is good, but 

free is better.”
“How do I do this 

without a budget?”
“Money spent is money 

out of my pocket.”

At every stage of my life, I’ve been trained to save money. From my Dutch upbringing 

to eight years in the middle school classroom to self-employed, I’ve constantly been 

encouraged to spend as little as possible.



And yet…
I know that behind every asset is another person 

sitting behind the computer, trying to earn money as 

they create. Every time I use an asset for free is an 

hour (or more!) that person doesn’t get paid for their 

work. 



Challenge

Choose something to add to your toolbox

Move to premium on a tool you love

Add 1

Go premium on a tool you love
Support 1

So as you work though these 

resources, here’s your 

challenge:



Principles of Design

PROXIMITY ALIGNMENT REPETITION CONTRAST

Connects ideas that are 
placed close together

Establishes order & 
allows for digestible 

content

Creates sense of 
consistency & 
cohesiveness

Using the Principles of Design helps users focus on the material being presented, 

make meaning from that material, and ultimately retain the information. As we 

develop assets, it is important to remember to utilize these principles. 

Makes ideas pop



Design Tools

BALANCE COLOR SHAPE TYPE

Prevents clutter and 
allows eyes to focus on 

most important info

Creates hierarchy in 
text, labels, & more

Connects, separates, & 
visualizes ideas

In order to apply the principles of design we ought to keep these design tools in 

mind. Each of these are used in partnership with proximity, alignment, repetition, 

and contrast to create effective assets in instructional design.

Creates hierarchy 



All the things
Finding inspiration for your next project



Google
google.com

Image search for 
“slide template”

Follow the link & pay for 
the template

OR

Use as inspiration to 
recreate your own

https://google.com/
https://www.flaticon.com/free-icon/champagne_873449?term=champagne&page=2&position=15
https://www.flaticon.com/free-icon/beer_761767?term=beer&page=1&position=5


eLearning Heroes
community.articulate.com/downloads

Find templates & 
assets

Get an Articulate 
subscription & 
download 

OR

If you already have a 
subscription, it’s FREE!

https://community.articulate.com/downloads
https://www.flaticon.com/free-icon/champagne_873449?term=champagne&page=2&position=15
https://www.flaticon.com/free-icon/beer_761767?term=beer&page=1&position=5


Create almost 
anything

Pay a graphic designer 
to create your look

OR

Use Canva templates to 
make it look like you 
know what you’re doing 

Canva
Canva.com

https://canva.com/
https://www.flaticon.com/free-icon/champagne_873449?term=champagne&page=2&position=15
https://www.flaticon.com/free-icon/beer_761767?term=beer&page=1&position=5


Gather 
inspiration

Pay a graphic designer 
to create your look

OR

Gather inspiration and 
recreate with shapes & 
states

Collect UI
CollectUI.com

https://collectui.com/
https://www.flaticon.com/free-icon/champagne_873449?term=champagne&page=2&position=15
https://www.flaticon.com/free-icon/beer_761767?term=beer&page=1&position=5


More Options
Slide templates to inspire & use

PRESENTATION GO
Templates, Charts, 
Timelines 

SLIDES CARNIVAL
Templates

SLIDES MANIA
Templates, 
Manipulatives, 
Interactive 
Notebooks

DUARTE 
DIAGRAMMER
Charts, Diagrams

https://presentationgo.com/
https://slidescarnival.com/
https://slidesmania.com/
https://diagrammer.duarte.com/


Faster & fancier 
designs

Spend 10 hours 
agonizing over getting it 
perfect 

OR

Pay a graphic designer 
to do it in 1 hour

The Professionals
Your favorite graphic designer

http://andreajacoboski.com/
https://www.flaticon.com/free-icon/champagne_873449?term=champagne&page=2&position=15
https://www.flaticon.com/free-icon/beer_761767?term=beer&page=1&position=5
http://andreajacoboski.com/


Repping the brand
Matching color & type



Style Guide
We have been conditioned to recognize brands by 
their specific colors and fonts. Consider, for example, 
Coca-Cola. You can easily picture both the specific 
colors and the specific font that is used in their logo. 

Similarly, it is important that you stay true to your 
brand’s colors and fonts. Always consult your 
brand’s style guide in the creation of your assets to 
ensure you’re creating in line with the brand’s look 
and feel. The resources in the following pages will 
help you in matching or creating your brand’s style.

Don’t have a style guide? 
Create your own with Canva’s help.

https://www.canva.com/learn/your-brand-needs-a-visual-style-guide/?_branch_match_id=690943140916894357
https://www.canva.com/learn/your-brand-needs-a-visual-style-guide/


Find the brand’s 
HEX codes

Wait for the SME to 
return your email

OR

Pick the colors from the 
logo or website

ColorPick Eyedropper
ColorPick Eyedropper in the Chrome Web Store

https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/colorpick-eyedropper/ohcpnigalekghcmgcdcenkpelffpdolg?hl=en
https://www.flaticon.com/free-icon/champagne_873449?term=champagne&page=2&position=15
https://www.flaticon.com/free-icon/beer_761767?term=beer&page=1&position=5


Check 
accessibility

Send your brand guide 
to a specialist

OR

Use Adobe Color to 
check how colors are 
seen by those who are 
colorblind

Adobe Color
Color.Adobe.com

https://color.adobe.com/
https://www.flaticon.com/free-icon/champagne_873449?term=champagne&page=2&position=15
https://www.flaticon.com/free-icon/beer_761767?term=beer&page=1&position=5


Download & 
preview fonts

Buy something from 
DaFont.com

OR

Download a new font
for FREE!

Google Fonts
Fonts.Google.com

https://fonts.google.com/
https://www.flaticon.com/free-icon/champagne_873449?term=champagne&page=2&position=15
https://www.flaticon.com/free-icon/beer_761767?term=beer&page=1&position=5


Preview system 
fonts

Spend hours agonizing 
in PowerPoint

OR

Scroll through 
Wordmark.it, beer in 
hand

Workmark.it
Wordmark.it

https://wordmark.it/
https://www.flaticon.com/free-icon/champagne_873449?term=champagne&page=2&position=15
https://www.flaticon.com/free-icon/beer_761767?term=beer&page=1&position=5


Create 
placeholder text

Be snooty and use Latin 
text in your project

OR

Have fun with sweet text 
placeholders

Cupcake Ipsum
CupcakeIpsum.com

http://cupcakeipsum.com/
https://www.flaticon.com/free-icon/champagne_873449?term=champagne&page=2&position=15
https://www.flaticon.com/free-icon/beer_761767?term=beer&page=1&position=5


Create 
placeholder text

Be snooty and use Latin 
text in your project

OR

Have fun with Star Wars 
placeholder text

ForcemIpsum
ForsemIpsum.com

http://forcemipsum.com/
https://www.flaticon.com/free-icon/champagne_873449?term=champagne&page=2&position=15
https://www.flaticon.com/free-icon/beer_761767?term=beer&page=1&position=5


1 Typeface
Many fonts

Source Sans Pro

Italics

Semibold

Light

Black

As you create your assets, remember that even with 
one typeface you have many font options to choose. 

Be intentional in how you use each one to create a 
hierarchy within your assets. For example, always 
use italics for directions or semibold for subtitles. 
This repetition will help create consistency and help 
your learner focus on the content within your course.



Jaw-Dropping Visuals
Engaging your audience with shapes & images



But first…
Can I *legally* use this asset?

Copyright

Cannot be used without 
authorization from the original 
creator

Assume copyright until proven 
otherwise

Fair Use

Allows use of copyrighted materials 
under specific circumstances: 

• News reporting

• Teaching

• Parody

Creative Commons

Copyright licenses that allow 
creators to share at certain levels of 
permission

\

Read more at 
creativecommons.org/licenses

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/


Find pretty 
pictures

Buy stock photos 

OR

Download royalty-free 
images

Unsplash
Unsplash.com

https://unsplash.com/
https://www.flaticon.com/free-icon/champagne_873449?term=champagne&page=2&position=15
https://www.flaticon.com/free-icon/beer_761767?term=beer&page=1&position=5


Find more pretty 
pictures

Buy stock photos 

OR

Download royalty-free 
images

Pexels
Pexels.com

https://pexels.com/
https://www.flaticon.com/free-icon/champagne_873449?term=champagne&page=2&position=15
https://www.flaticon.com/free-icon/beer_761767?term=beer&page=1&position=5


Find an icon for 
anything

Pay a designer or buy a 
stock icon set

OR

Insert directly from 
PowerPoint App

Noun Project
NounProject.com

https://thenounproject.com/for-office/
https://nounproject.com/
https://www.flaticon.com/free-icon/champagne_873449?term=champagne&page=2&position=15
https://www.flaticon.com/free-icon/beer_761767?term=beer&page=1&position=5


Find an icon for 
anything

Pay a designer or buy a 
stock icon set

OR

Search Icon Finder’s 
free selection, paying 
attention to rights

Icon Finder
IconFinder.com

https://iconfinder.com/
https://www.flaticon.com/free-icon/champagne_873449?term=champagne&page=2&position=15
https://www.flaticon.com/free-icon/beer_761767?term=beer&page=1&position=5


Find an icon for 
anything

Pay a designer or buy a 
stock icon set

OR

Recolor & share with an 
attribution

Flat Icon
FlatIcon.com

https://flaticon.com/
https://www.flaticon.com/free-icon/champagne_873449?term=champagne&page=2&position=15
https://www.flaticon.com/free-icon/beer_761767?term=beer&page=1&position=5


Find & recolor 
assets

Subscribe to an icon 
finding website

OR

Find an icon, recolor, & 
export with transparent 
background

Canva
Canva.com

https://canva.com/
https://www.flaticon.com/free-icon/champagne_873449?term=champagne&page=2&position=15
https://www.flaticon.com/free-icon/beer_761767?term=beer&page=1&position=5


Sound & Motion



Find background 
music

Pay royalties every time 
the song is played

OR

Download from 
BenSound and add an 
attribution to the 
credits

BenSound
BenSound.com

https://bensound.com/
https://www.flaticon.com/free-icon/champagne_873449?term=champagne&page=2&position=15
https://www.flaticon.com/free-icon/beer_761767?term=beer&page=1&position=5


Find sound 
effects, video, & 
music

Chase your chickens to 
record a rooster crowing

OR

Download the sound 
effect for FREE!

Mixkit
Mixkit.co

http://mixkit.co/
https://www.flaticon.com/free-icon/champagne_873449?term=champagne&page=2&position=15
https://www.flaticon.com/free-icon/beer_761767?term=beer&page=1&position=5


Find music & 
sound effects

Chase your chickens to 
record a rooster crowing

OR

Download from 
YouTube for FREE!

YouTube Audio Library
Studio.YouTube.com → Audio Library

https://studio.youtube.com/channel/UCVKVwoWF9AwFrvPXMFAoeag/music
https://www.flaticon.com/free-icon/champagne_873449?term=champagne&page=2&position=15
https://www.flaticon.com/free-icon/beer_761767?term=beer&page=1&position=5


Easily find 
Creative 
Commons Assets

Take the time to filter 
based on license

OR

Start your search with 
CreativeCommons.org

Creative Commons Search
Search.CreativeCommons.org

https://search.creativecommons.org/
https://www.flaticon.com/free-icon/champagne_873449?term=champagne&page=2&position=15
https://www.flaticon.com/free-icon/beer_761767?term=beer&page=1&position=5


Challenge

Choose something to add to your toolbox

Move to premium on a tool you love

Add 1

Go premium on a tool you love
Support 1

Now that you’ve reviewed 

these tools for creating 

champagne assets on a beer 

budget, let’s return to our 

challenge.

What will you add to your 

toolbox?

What app or designer will 

you choose to support?




